Tyler Marcantuono – First Place, Fifth Grade – Pat Quick and Lynn Johnson, Teachers
A Nice Cold Glass of Water
I can still remember my mom saying, “Ty, don’t drink from the tap, go get some bottled water from the refrigerator.”  That was when we lived in a county which had public water and sewer service.  My parents didn’t trust the water as much there, and it didn’t taste very good.  Now that we live here in Franklin Township my mom just smiles when she sees me guzzling water from the faucet every day.  She even told me that it reminds her of the times when she was little, and she and her friends would take a break from playing to get a drink from any of the garden hoses that were available.  Living here seems to capture some of the great things about “the good old days.”

There are many types of laws that can help protect the rural aspects of our community.  We continue to need laws related to zoning of property, strict littering and dumping laws, preservation of trees and farmland, and limiting noise pollution.  Although all of those issues are important, I have chosen to write about laws to protect our water supply because I feel it is our most valuable resource.

Since our community survives using well water from our properties, we need to create and enforce laws that will limit chances for ground contamination.  For example, since there are so many farms in the area, laws about pesticides used to treat crops must be in place.  Education and incentives should be offered to farmers and local homeowners to persuade them to use organic fertilizers instead of potentially harmful pesticides which could seep into the soil and harm the water supply.  There is a saying, “Water, water everywhere and not a drop to drink.”  It really means it is terrible to be surrounded by things you cannot make use of.  It would be horrible to contaminate our ground water so badly that we could have so much water but none to drink.   
Besides worrying about contamination, our community must also make sure we have conservation laws in effect so that we do not waste our water.  This could be similar to what is done in a drought situation, just on a regular basis.  Laws could be in place to limit water usage related to filling pools, washing cars, and watering lawns.  Perhaps water towers could be installed throughout the township to be used in case of fires or other emergency situations. 
Jesus, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and even Spiderman’s Uncle Ben have received credit for the saying, “With great power, comes great responsibility.” To me, since we have one of the most valuable resources we need to survive right in our own backyards, we have to be accountable for protecting our water supply. 

