Quinn Cleverley – Second Place, Fifth Grade – Pat Quick and Lynn Johnson, Teachers
Laws Now for a Better Tomorrow
Currently a number of laws protect some of the rural quality of Franklin Township.  For example, the Farmland Preservation Act lets landowners who want to continue farming their land sell their “development easements”, which means they still own their land but agree that from now on, they will only farm it.  This carries over to any future owner as well, ensuring that generations get to enjoy the open space.  Another example is the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, which has a branch for Historic Preservation.  A home or site listed on the New Jersey or National Register of Historic Places is identified as worthy of preservation, including protection from public encroachment and destruction or damage by state or local agencies.

However, this may not be enough to protect and preserve the overall rural quality of our neighborhoods and town centers.  The first new law I can think of would be any new buildings or remodeling of buildings or street structures would have to have the same trend as the existing ones.  For example, in Pittstown a road and retaining wall were recently repaved on the main street.  I noticed they put in brown stone to match the buildings around the wall.  I think they should always do that when rebuilding in that area, even if it costs more or takes extra time.  In a few years, it will look as if that wall was there from a long time ago.  They should never allow a building like a Quick Chek with cement and bright green neon signs in the middle of Pittstown.
Another important law for this area would be preservation of pre-existing structures, both public and private.  Even though people have the right to buy and sell their own houses, many do not realize the significance of the architecture inside their very own homes.  A new law could allow a member of a historical committee access to a house during sale to identify any important historic parts of the house.  The committee member could then tell the new owner about them, and what they should do, and help them make decisions if they want to remodel the house.  If they want to change things, the pieces of the house that are important could be removed carefully and preserved in a museum.  This should also be for schools and other township buildings, like our school, which is being remodeled right now.  I would like my children to enjoy the school the same way I do right now.

These are just two of the laws that could preserve structures in Franklin Township.  Generations are depending on us.    

