Erin Carbone – First Place, Fourth Grade and Grand Champion


 -- Darlene Yanoff, Teacher
Preserve the Past for the Future
One weekend my family and I took some time out of our busy schedule, to ride around and look at our township.  We pointed out things that we liked and disliked and compared our township to other places.  It was then my job to come up with laws that would help and protect the rural atmosphere in Franklin Township.  These are the laws that I believe would help.
The bridges in our township often need to be repaired or replaced.  There should be a law that when this happens, do the repairs and replacements to keep the bridges the way that they were originally built.  There are three reasons for this law.  First of all, larger bridges will bring more traffic to our rural roads.  Next, the traffic will travel faster with larger and wider bridges which are dangerous for our country roads.  Lastly, the older structures blend with their surroundings and are pleasing to the eye.

Another law that would help our community would be to limit the amount of strip malls being built in our area.  These malls pop up overnight and most of them are half full or remain empty for a long time.  These malls create more traffic and they stick out and look out of place in our rural area.  By putting a limit on how many strip malls can be built we will be able to keep more open space.

The township also has to limit the amount of open space being turned into ball fields and soccer fields.  There are already many parks and sports fields and the animals need places to live and play.  People could use this open space to hike, walk, and observe nature.  Also there would be less fertilizers and chemicals put into the environment.

It is also important to come up with a law that would limit the construction on peaks that are 1,000 feet or higher.  By limiting these buildings everyone would be able to enjoy the views around them and the animals would be safe.  This would also help prevent land erosion, and trees and other plants would not be disturbed.
My mom and dad have taken me back to the areas where they grew up as kids.  They have told me stories about beautiful woods, corn fields and quiet fun-filled days outside.  It is hard to imagine this because all I see are stores, roads with traffic lights, a lot of noise and overcrowding neighborhoods.  We often play a game in the car guessing where the next McDonalds, Walmart, or new development will be.  I hope that never comes to Franklin Township so that when I grow up I see Franklin Township the way I experienced it as a kid.  

