Brittany Marcantuono – Second Place, Third Grade - Marjorie Sharp, Teacher
Starry Nights in Franklin Township
Most nights, when I am getting ready to go to bed, my dad comes to tuck me in.  I have windows and skylights right near my bed.  One of our favorite things to do is to look up into the night sky for stars.  In Franklin Township that is very easy to do because our skies are clean and clear, and the air is not polluted by factory smoke, neon lights, or large amounts of airplane traffic.

One of the most important things that makes Franklin Township special to me is being able to enjoy spending time outside in the fresh air without seeing lots of garbage or hearing lots of man-made noises.  If I could, I would make sure that strict laws were created and enforced to protect our beautiful township.
First, I would focus on laws to help prevent littering, graffiti, and dumping.  I cannot stand it when my family goes out of town in the car and we see spray-painted words and pictures on walls and buildings.  It is also sad to see garbage in grassy areas and blowing onto the road.  If someone was caught doing those things I would make them pay a big fine and do community service to help fix what they damaged.

Next, I would make sure there are laws in place to control noise and air pollution.  I would limit the size of airports and planes in our air space and make sure that big airports like Newark and Philadelphia cannot let large airplanes travel too low over our township.   Since we have a lot of farmland, I would enforce laws so farmers could not spray dangerous chemicals in the air and onto their crops.  I would recommend using organic solutions instead.  

Finally, I would make sure we maintain zoning laws so houses cannot be built too close together and factories cannot be operated in our township which might pollute our air and water.

If we enforce these types of laws then I can look forward to tucking in my own kids at night and looking at the same bright stars! 
