Tyler Marcantuono - Second Place, Fifth Grade - Tracey Strysky, Teacher

Introduction

Since I do not have any relatives in Franklin Township and I have lived here only two years, I figured I would try to find someone to interview through connections at my school. I knew my third grade teacher lives in our township. She informed me that her husband lived here prior to 1955 and would be happy to do the interview with me.

Mr. Sharp lived in the stone house at the intersection of Quakertown Road and Route 579 until 1951 when he was five years old. Then his parents built another house, on a portion of the original property, to the east of the stone house. After returning from the military, he bought three acres of the original property from his father, built a house, and continues to live there today with his wife.

I hope you enjoy reading my essay as much as I enjoyed learning about the early days in Franklin Township from Mr. Sharp!

Simple Times, Happy Times

There were four stores in Quakertown when Mr. Sharp was a child, two grocery stores and two clothing and dry goods stores. Mr. Sharp grew up on a chicken farm. The chickens were raised for their meat, not the eggs. His Dad did run an egg route into

Essex County but he bought the eggs from other farmers. One of their chicken structures burned down during the off-season. Luckily there were no chickens there at the time.

His father never rebuilt the structure but he rented other places, one of which was the building which is now the Quakertown Post Office.

One of Mr. Sharp's earliest memories was of Hurricane Hazel which hit in 1954. He remembers that trees blew down outside of the stone house and something crashed through a house window.

I asked Mr. Sharp what one of the hardest things was about being a child during the

1950's. He told me that he had a lot of responsibilities around the house and helped with the chickens. He did not get paid for the work he did.

He did have other paying jobs bailing hay, mowing lawns, and painting houses. He said getting paid $1.00 an hour was very good at the time.

When Mr. Sharp was little he loved living in Franklin Township because of the wide open spaces. He also liked to play in the woods and go hunting. Neighbors shared their properties and every day children would get together and play pick-up games of baseball and football. Sometimes they would even invent their own games. He said one of the best things about being a child back then was there was lots of freedom. He said it was a "simpler world" because there were not as many organized activities. He thinks it is harder for children today because there are a lot of bad influences and pressures. He said sometimes children are forced to grow up too fast today.

When asked what was very different back when he was a child, Mr. Sharp said that the families were much bigger and there were far more cows and chickens than people.

Some people did not even have their own phone lines. They shared "party lines" with up to three other families. You had to listen for a unique ring and others could listen in on your call if they wanted. He is happy that Franklin Township has kept the same "general character" as it had back then.

Mr. Sharp said to me that he wished that the sports could have been more organized when he was young. They only had four little league teams and you had to be a really great athlete to be picked for one of the teams. Other than that minor item, everything he said showed me that he has always loved his life in rural Franklin Township!

Additional Background Information Collected:

Mr. Sharp attended Franklin Township School from Kindergarten through Eighth Grade. He even had his mother as his Fourth Grade Teacher. They only had one class per grade at that time. He had thirty-eight students in his class. They were not lucky enough to have all of the specials like gym and art that I have in school today.

Mr. Sharp graduated from North Hunterdon High School. He served in the Navy from 1968 to 1972 during the Vietnam War and also served 22 years in the Navy Reserve. He graduated from Glassboro State College (now known as Rowan University) with a major in Education (focus in both Social Studies and English). He taught at the Bridgewater- Raritan Middle School for 40 years. Although he officially retired last year, he still teaches English I and II at Raritan Valley Community College. His hobbies include gardening, golfing, traveling, and watching sporting events.

He was married a few days before astronauts first landed on the moon. Mr.and Mrs.

Sharp have three adult children who are all getting married this year!

