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Rural Awareness Names 

Franklin Essay Winners

Franklin Township – Winners of the fourth annual Scholar Award essay competition in Franklin Township are announced by Dan and Marty Campanelli, organizers of the Rural Awareness project.  


Third grade winners are Jack Gilmore, first; Brittany Marcantuono, second; and Grace Gordon, honorable mention.


Fourth grade winners are Erin Carbone, first; Gillian Wintermute, second; and Kyle Conover, honorable mention. Erin also is named Grand Champion. 


Fifth grade winners are Tyler Marcantuono, first; Quinn Cleverley, second; and Morgan Innella, honorable mention. Tyler is a three-time winner having placed second with his essays in both the third and fourth grades. He also won honorable mention in the 2009 “oldest site in my township” essay competition sponsored by the County Cultural & Heritage Commission.


Awards will be presented to the students in their classrooms by the Campanellis at the end of the school year.  


A total of 107 third, fourth and fifth grade students entered the competition from classes taught by Dr. Barry Kramer, Pat Quick, Marjorie Sharp, Tracy Strysky, Jeanne Yancey, and Darlene Yanoff. Essays were required to have between 150 and 400 words in response to the question: If you could create laws to protect the rural quality of Franklin Township, what would they be? 


The loss of trees on the Franklin Township School grounds drove one-third of the entrants to propose what amounts to a No Destruction of Trees law that would require planting varying numbers of trees, but no less than three, for every one cut down and 100 trees for every house built. Several others wanted to stop littering and to keep one-lane bridges. Others suggested laws focused on protecting our water resources, saving open space, controlling noise and air pollution, and banning industrial and commercial buildings to preserve farming. All seemed to think big fines and community service would be appropriate punishments for breaking the proposed laws.


First place Scholar Award winners each receive a $50 gift certificate for the Clinton Book Shop, a partner with Rural Awareness in making the awards possible.  Second place winners receive a $30 Book Shop gift certificate, and the honorable mention winners, a $10 gift certificate. The Top Scholar Award winner also receives a copy of the new pictorial history book, Franklin Township, Hunterdon County, signed by the authors.



Winning essays are posted on the web at www.ruralawareness.org, and will be displayed at the Hunterdon County Library Route 12 facility all summer.


Rural Awareness, Inc. is a non-profit corporation dedicated to preserving the historic and rural heritage of Franklin Township. 
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