Rural Awareness Hosts

Candidates’ Night;

County Clerk Moderates

Franklin Township – A Candidates’ Night to introduce and ask questions of the two residents vying for one three-year seat on the Franklin Township Committee is set for Tuesday, October 25 from 7:30-9:00pm in the Quakertown Firehouse, 67 Quakertown Road. The program is hosted by Rural Awareness, a non-profit civic group in the Township. 

All registered voters in Franklin are invited to attend to learn the thinking and objectives of Candidates Kimberlee Goodwin and Bruce Polkowitz.  County Clerk Mary Melfi is emcee and moderator for the evening. Although she is herself on the ballot this election, she is unopposed. She began her first five-year term as County Clerk in January of 2007 and is widely recognized for “Connecting the Clerk to the County” through a variety of programs that serve and educate the public including her annual January workshop “Running for Local Office”.

The rules agreed upon by both candidates are as follow: Candidates will be allowed a 

two-minute opening statement and a three-minute closing statement. Each candidate will have the opportunity to respond to the same questions with time allotted for rebuttal. Timekeepers will keep the candidates informed of how many minutes or seconds remain for their answer. Questions will be selected from those sent by Franklin residents to Mary Melfi by email at countyclerk@co.hunterdon.nj.us  or by US mail to Hunterdon County Clerk Mary Melfi, PO Box 2900, Flemington, NJ 08822. Candidates also may submit questions in writing prior to the beginning of the evening.  Ms. Melfi alone will select the questions asked and how they are phrased. No one in Rural Awareness will know what will be asked. 
Kimberlee Goodwin moved to Quakertown from Bucks County in 1992. She holds an AB degree in Psychology from Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island and both an MA in Psychology and a PhD in Clinical Psychology, from the Graduate Faculty, New School for Social Research in New York City. Until this year, when she retired, she maintained a private practice in psychology in Bucks County. She cites her experience in negotiation, conciliation, and conflict resolution as beneficial for the community. She has two married children and two grandchildren.

Bruce Polkowitz has lived in Franklin since 2001. He holds a BA (Sociology/Criminal Justice) from Centenary College, Hackettstown, and an MA (Human Resources Training & Development) from Seton Hall University, South Orange. He is a graduate of West Point Command & Leadership Program where he studied leadership, behavioral and motivational theories, stress management and adjustment, communication and counseling, and inter-group conflict management. He is a Lieutenant and President of the PBA/Superior Officers Association with the Edison Police where he has worked for 25 years. Bruce and his wife have two children, one in school in Franklin, one at North Hunterdon High. 

Election Day is Tuesday, November 8.  Polls are open from 6:00am to 8:00pm at the Quakertown Firehouse.
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